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SUPErCross

The new
National

At the US Open the program for the
American 2009 motocross championship
was presented, These are the novelties:
the races will be moved to Saturday, the
classes will be called 250 and 450, the
reigning champions will have to wear
number1, the side plates can be used for
the sponsor logos instead of the
numbers (as already used in the world
championship for many years). So far,
nothing so revolutionary, but take note
of the matter of the television coverage
for 450 that will have three races broad-
casted live and the others will be
recorded and broadcasted the same day;
the move of the races to Saturday
probably has something to do with this
due to the lower broadcasting costs; the
250 will however be on air the Tuesday.
What is lacking is the necessary
redistribution of the races in a more effi-
cient way as the usual dead-end
locations were kept where the structures
are outdated and the services, in most
cases, at an amateur level,

just before his forced move to the Monster
colours (for the agreement that the Californian energy drink had signed
with the greens)? It is said to have been a last extreme attempt by the Red
Bull company to hold onto a rider whom they were really fond of. On
entering the Team San Manuel, Stewart was able to reopen the door to
Red Bull after having had to unwillingly digest the obligation to assodia-
te his image with the Monster brand name for 24 months, It was not by
chance that the ex Kawasaki rider never once climbed onto the podium
with the black can. At the 2008 US Open Stewart celebrated his victory with
a an of Red Bull in his hand. It seems Red Bull also earmed the loyalty of
Stewart thanks to an economic offer which was higher than Monster's (that
seemed to have proposed a 1.4 million dollar contract to him) for 2009.

What's Stewart like on

the Yamaha? Fast and
agile as cat. Light,
nimble with a sleek,

elegant riding position on this
new bike, even if he is always
very aggressive and determined
on the saddle. James has earmed
a lot in terms of style with the
move to Yamaha that is sleek in
every situation, The design of the
bike and the racing gear is
maybe rather less convincing (in
the USA these days there is total

noise style-wise within all ap-
parel manufacturers in the sec-
tor) but this Is a temporary si-
tuation as both the rider and
bike will have new looks in 2009.
James, as you know, will have
Answer gear, Bell helmets, Oak-
ley goggles and Alpinestars
boots, The bike, as also the fac-
tory Team Yamaha, will debut
with Factory Effex for the gra-
phics. Appointment therefore in
lanuary 2009 to see the final
new James Stewart look.

LAWRENCE ALONE OR NOT?

It seems that the umored problems with drugs and alcohol
during the summer have not made Jason Lawrence change his
mind with regard to returning to the scene in 2009 and, it seems,
his agent is working on a private team (perhaps still with a blue kit
and probably supported by Monster Energy) for the rider from New
Jersey who would also change ategory and would like to compete
on a 450, During the last few weeks rumours were circulating about
Lawrence possibly being interested in GPs but, how can we put it,
we don't know if is really welcome, His fellow countryman Oshorne
has some better experience in this, he did really well with his
experience in Europe reinventing a career that had looked pretty
shaky when he was racing for the same team as his ex team mate,
whom even he defined as "not a nice person”. Meanwhile Lawren-
ce took part in a local race in his state (winning both the heats) at
the beginning of October and at end of the same month he was
rumored to be again part of Yamaha of Troy in 2009.

DRUG TEST to force in 2009 against the
ofheadsbu-  use of drugs In the most im-

) 5 portant Supercross tournament

changing in the USA with re-  in the world that, thanks to
gards to doping, Thanks tothe  this, will take a most positive
interest of FIM, that has fortu-  leap forward credibility-wise
nately been more consistent in  and hit an environment whe-
following up the American sce=  re the use of illegal substances
nein 2008, new rulescome in- s more than simple chit-chat,

94dB FROM 20II

Yes, even for the amateur races and not just the Pro events as AMA
had decided from 2009 ing in the footsteps of the dard
enforced by FIM. A big step forwards that in two years time will also
see the huge mass of U.S. amateurs obliged to lower the volume on
the hundreds of tracks sattered over the entire federal territory.
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METALLICROSS?

Since Pace/SFX/ICCE/LNIFeld have had
their hands on Supercross in Ame-
rica it seems basically impossible
to organize an indoor event that is
not under the guidance of the lar-
ge and overpowering promoter
from Aurora, Any attempt some-
how seems to get blocked. Take for
instance the US SX Open that was
taken over and merged, take also
the Supercross World thampionship
that in 99, when Action Group took
it to Pasadena, got bogged down
in a series of mishaps that cost the
promoter half a million dollars, and
50 on. Only ESPN, with the XGames,
succeeded in getting something
going even if from a sporting point
of view it is a bit wishy-washy.
Things went less successfully at the
Jeremy McGrath Invitational and
the Summercross of some years ago,
If the jealous promoter of the Su-
percross events had anything to do
with that, we'll never know, like-
wise for the Metallicross, a mce con~
sisting in a mix of motocross/su~
percrosslendurocrossiarenacross

defined as revolutionary and in-
vented by Red Bull which was sup-
posed to take place on November
1% in Atlanta {one of the traditional
Supercross temples where Feld gets
7othousand spectators a night) but
which was cancelled without much
planation at all. The is
Interesting though.
The Metallicross was to be held in
the outskirts of Atlanta, at an aban-
doned industrial site where they
were allowed to build race courses
that induded all the ingredients of
the off road specialties with obsta-
des and banks in metal.
The race was AMA branded and the
entry fee was 50 dollars for 100 ri-
ders who were to race in the first
ten heats to win places for the fi-
nal race for the top 12 riders who
would split the prize money of 25
thousand dollars, There was to be
free entrance for spectators as itwas
organized by Red Buil. All is not lost,
because the giant Austrian will
shortly be announdng a new loca-
tion and new dates.

SUPERCROSS
mixed up

From January 2009 we will officially see, for Supercross races, the pos-
sibility of having 250F and 450F bikes on the track together, This proce-
dure has already been experimented in Las \legas where the tiny race tracks
and the lack of triple Jumps and speed sections did not reveal the actual
differences in performance between the two machines. This situation is
however worrying for the large race tracks in the championship that co-
unts. In practice, the formula foresees that the riders of the Lites of one
of the two coasts can partidpate in the 450 races on the opposite coast
only on the same 250F they are using to race the Lites championship. This
is a strategy used to be able to include the 250s in the main dass and over
time prove (to the Japanese industries with whom the Aurora men have
not succeeded in achieving much with regard to a possible reduction in
displacement or elimination of the “big bore”) that in the indoor events,
the 450s are not the most suitable bikes and that, with the smaller bi-
kes there is a boost in entertainment levels and a drop in danger issues.
What is worrying is the confrontation on the track between the 4505
and the 250s due to their different speeds in certain sections where the
smaller bikes could create dangerous obstructions on the track.
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