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They are the strongest of them all. Perhaps too
strong. To the extent where this impertinent
superiority becomes a double sided weapon: they are
the only ones laughing, and the crowd is bored almost
to tears. Stewart and Villopoto are so far ahead that
the competitors start the race with the idea of fighting
for second place, if they are lucky. That at the moment
sounds like a victory

cannot deny that the Nation-

al Championship is going

e through a boring period that

is slowly draining any interest

there was. We cannot even avoid admitting that
itis not Stewart and Villopoto's fault if they are

Houw nice would it be if Villopoto and Stewart...

so fast, It is not just a problem of lack of com-
petitors at their level in the AMA circus, because
they would be strong anywhere, Where would

you find someone strong enough to worry these
two American champions: whether you look for
them in the GPs or in America, there is nobody
around at the moment to challenge them. With-
out these two, it would really become interest-
ing. The World Championship has experienced

a similar situation with Stefan Everts, the over-
all dominator even with two or three differ-
ent displacements in the same times for a sea-
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son, Once the Belgian was
no longer on the scene, the
match opened up and it
suddenly became enter-
taining again, Thisis not a
situation that is likely to
happen at present in
America though, where
there are always one or
two riders who are far su-
perior over the rest and not
much of a battle is seen on
track. First there was Mc-
Grath and Carmichael, now
Stewart and Villopoto, lit-
tle has changed since the
beginning of the Nineties. We enjoyed a bit of
war during Ricky's last seasons who was rac-
ing against Stewart and Reed, but who alvays
@me out on top reinstating himself as the num-
ber one, especially in the outdoor races where

Stewart, Reed or Villopoto fall into oblivion or
are considered to be duffers. We all know that,
in time, itall gets talen to exasperation, on and
off the track. And with regards to what happens
on the National race tracks, the two riders in
question have reached such a level of superior-
ity that they are grazing perfection. And not a
lot can be done about this. As usual, the sparks
will only fly when the two champions meet on
the same track and not in two parallel com-
petitions. The appointment for this show is
hence postponed to 2009 when Villopoto will
move up from the Lites to the 450 class.

It would be great if the Stewart-Villopoto bat~
tle could take place in Motocross and not only
in Supercross next year, Traditional motocross
track is the place where they can really chal-
lenge each other on a par level. But most prob-
ably Stewart won't race in the National in 2009
(there is no official confirmation, but the peo=
ple around the rider and the L&M Team are giv-

¢4 The National regreats the Eighties,

he ruled the track. In the Eighties it was a com=
pletely different story, years in which, apart from
Ricky Johnson who started in the same trend
that then exploded with McGrath, there were
totally unpredictable battles and winners.
Thanks to this, that generation of riders remains
in the hearts of the more mature fans, where
all the names at that time were basically all just
as famous. Nowadays, those who are not called

era of Ricky Johnson and company

ing hints that the bike #7 will only be starting
in the indoor events) and this will deprive the
outdoor races of important entertainment.
Which would be a real pity,

Unfortunately we know the dynamics of the
States with regards to the outdoor competitions
and the loss of interest by the Industry. And we
regret this as it is the real motocross fans who
pay the real price for it.

BUBBA STEWART down on his side, Josh Hill getting crushed.

hugust moa




The races

In July there were four consecutive races at differ-
ent locations, starting with one at the famous and
renowned (for the quality of the circuit) Red Bud
where the news of the day was, unfortunately, a
horrific accident (which you can view on video on
youtube,com) where Mike Alessi broke two scapu-
Ias, a rib and bruised his lung. The Suzuld rider had
been second In the first heat and fell (following a

contact) on a high speed jump where he was then
run over by at least six riders as he was on the
ground. He was unconscous for some minutes and
finished up his day in the hospital. Fortunately, the
Californian will recover sooner than initially ex-
pected, and should be back to race, possibly be-
fore the championship finishes. He will unfortu-
nately miss the train for the MXoN due to this in-
jury. The second overall place in Michigan went to
Andrew Short in front of Micheal Byrne and Nick
Wey. In the Lites, Villopoto saw Trey Canard finish
behind him twice. Third place when to Martin Dava-

m US ATIONAL BUCHANAN - BUDDS CREEK - UNADILLA - WASHOUGAL

Unadilla where it rained for a good part of the Sun-
day races. In particular, at the start of the Lites, the
race was suspended after three laps because of
lightning and resumed after about twenty minutes
where the track was now flooded. In the 450, Ste-
wart interrupted his negative series on this track
with two liberating wins, Amazing performances
also by the Australian Michael Byme, second over-
all, and the New Zealander (ody Cooper, who fin-

TIM FERRY and,
aside, Ryan Dungey.

ished third overall, In the American “MX2" Villopo-
to repeated a double win, behind him Dungey came
second twice and third overall for the second week
on the trot, Metcalfe. To finish, the circus headed
all the way badk to the West to race in the Washou-
gal drcuit. The weekend was actually impressive-
Iy repetitive in the bigger class with the top five ri-
ders occupying the same positions in both motos.
Stewart was obviously once again the kind of the
field with Short, Bym, Cooper and Hill. Tim Ferry
had a s0-50 weelend due to a not great shape (he
felt sick right before the weekend) and Stewart

Alessi didn’t appreciate night

motocross

los. The National then retumned to Budds Creek for
an event that, first of all, was much criticized for
the decision of running the track backwards com-
pared to the recent MXoN and also witnessed a wor-
rying drop in the number of spectators. Regarding
the first issue, there was a dangerous jump after
the finish line that took a series of victims on the
Saturday, and Ryan Villopoto publidy expressed his
preference for the "of Nations™ version of the course
layout for the better and more natural flow. The
spectator kssue however saw a couple of hundred
people on the Saturday, whilst on the Sunday there
culd not have been more than eight thousand in
the crowds.

The competition was rather tedious, with Stewart
master of the race in front of Ferry and Short in both
the heats, In the smaller dass, Villopoto saw Ca-
nard and Dungey finishing second once each. The
overall third place went to Metcalfe behind the
Suzuki factory rider.

The following weekend the AMA MX cireus reached

Augml 2008

gained even more distance to his teammate in the
standing up to 145 points. The #7's will most like-
Iy acomplish the title mision in Mille this month.
The 'big sleep” was broken in the Lites where the
win didn't go to Villopoto (it's actually the second
time of the season he doesn’t take the first over-
all in the motocross outdoors series) but to the ris-
ing start Ryan Dungey who tied RV in the overall but
thanks to the win of the second moto he also con-
quered the absolute win. Villopoto win moto one
and in the second he didn't have a brilliant start,
Dungey took complete advantage of it and chaged
hard to be then able to defend his lead when in
the last couple of laps RV tried to make his move
butdidn't have success. The Lites in Washougal suf-
fered the injury of Trey Canard in the end of the se-
cond moto while the Honda's was third and run
into a lapper to crash hard (he went over the bars)
and brake a femur. He gotoperated the very same
day and will sit out for the time needed to reco-ver
and be ready for the 2009 season.
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;  race for a few starting
from Unadilla and take some time to recover
property.
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FULL ACCESS

Jason Lawrence has reached his objective
of being expelled from the competitions,

On July 21 AMA announced

Really smart white graphics on Stewart’s
Kawasald
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BUCHANAM (USA) JBLY 6, 2008

AMA MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP
ROUND 6 OF I2

1. Stewart KAW 1/y; 2, Short HON 313; 3. Byrne SUZ aJa; 4. Wey
KTM s/5; 5. Summey YAM 9J7; 6. Alessi J. HON; 7. Albertson
HON; 8. Ferry KAW; g, Alessi M. SUZ; 10. Cooper SUZ; 1. Bal-
bi HONK; 12, Blose M. YAM; 13, Hill YAM; 1&. Boni HON; 15.
Hamblin YAM; 16. Sipes J. SUZ; 17. Rookstool HON; 18, Tobin
HON; 19. Laninovich KTM; 20. Clark HOK; 21. Blose . HON;
22, Gibson KAW; 23, Hadsell HON; 24. Bright HON; 25.
Charbonneau HON; 26. Renner KAW. Lites 1. Villopoto KAW
W1; 2. Ganard HON 2/2; 3. Davalos KTM 6/3; 4. Grant KON 5iy;
5. 1220 SUZ 4f5; 6, McFarfane KAW; 7. Chisholm KAW; 8. Cun-
ningham HOK; 9. Metcalfe KAW; 10, Sipes R. KTM; 1,
YAM; 12, Lemaine YAM; 13. Weimer HON; 1&. Dungey SUZ; 15.
Kiniry HON; 16. Reardon HON; 17. Hahn T, KAW; 18, Tickle
YAM; 19. Goerke KTM; z0. Hibbert YAM; 21. Brown YAM;
22. Brayton KTM; 23. Kahn W, YAM; 24. Hackley KAW,

BUDDS CREEK (USA) JULY 13, 2008

AMA MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP
ROUND 7 OF 12
1, Stewart KAW 1h; 2, Ferry KAW 212; 3, Short HON 3/3; &. Hill
YAM 4/6; 5. Byrne SUZ 7/4; 6. Cooper SUZ; 7. Wey KTM; 8. Al-
bertson HON; 9. Alessi J. HON; 10. Carpenter P. HON; 11. Skin=
ner HON; 12, Balbi HON; 13. Thomas HON; w. Millsaps HON;
15, Boni HOK; 16, Willard YAM; 17, Rookstool HON; 18, (ar-
pentar J, HON; 15. Marrison KAW; 20, Lawis KON; 21, Lani-
novich KTM; 22. Sipes 1. SUZ; 23. Vuillemin SUZ; 24. Bough~
ten YAM; 25. Marsack HON. Lites 1. Villopota KAW 1/4; 2. Dun-
gey SUZ 312; 3. Metcalfe KAW 5/6; 6. Davalos KTM 10/3; §.
Cunningham HON 7)5; 6. Sipes R. KTH; 7. lzzl SUZ; 8. Canard
HON; 9. Welmer HON; 10, Brayton KTM; n., Chisholm KAW; 12,
Lemoine YAM; 13, Tickle YAM; 14. Hahn W. YAM; 15. Grant
HONK; 16. Hahn T, KAW; 17. Kiniry HOK; 18. Morais YAN; 19.
Maoss YAM; 20, Hibbert YAM; 1. Brown YA 2, Ritter SUZ.

WEW BERLIN/UNABILLA (USA) JULY 20, 2008

AMA MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP
ROUND B OF I2

1. Stowrart KAW 101; 2. Byrne SUZ 2/3; 3. Cooper SUZ 5)2; &
Farry KA 316; 5, Balbi HON B/4; 6, Hamblin YAM; 7, Short
HON; 8. Boni HON; 9. Albertson HON; 10. Wey KTM; 1. Hill
YAM; 12. Carpenter ). HON; 13. Morrison KAW; 1. Sipes ). SUZ;
15. Blose C. HON; 16. Marsack HON; 17. Summey YAM; 18, Ales~
51 1, HON; 19, Charbonneau HON; 20, Willard YAM; 1, Ain-
sworth KAW; 22, Carpenter P. HON; 23. GilIs SUZ; 24. Ren~
ner KAW; 25. Tobin HON; 26, Kendall HON; 27. Dowd SUZ; 28.
Clark HON; 29. Laninovich KTM. LItaS 1. Villopote KAW 1h; 2.
Dungey SUZ 212; 3. Metcalfe KAW 6/4; &. lzzi SUZ 8J5; 5. Grant
HON 3h2; 6. Gaerke KTM; 7, Mass YAM; 8. Canard HON; 5. Si-
pos R, KTM; 10, Davalos KTM; 11, Hahn T, KAW; 12, Cunnin-
gham HON; 13. Chisholm KAW; 16. Lemoine YAM; 15. McFar=
lane KAW; 16. Weimer HON; 17. Brayton KTM; 18. Kiniry
HON; %9, Brown YAM; 20. Nicoletti KAW, Hahn W. YAM;
22, Morais YAM; 23, Barkenhagen HON; 24, Tickle YAM,

WASHOUGAL (WSA) JWLY 37, 2008

AMA MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP
ROUND 9 OF I2
1, Stowart KAW 1/3; 2, Short HON 2)2; 3, Byrne SUZ 33; g, Co-
oper SUZ 4ia; 5, Hill YAM 5/s; 6, Albertsan HON; 7, Alessi )
HON; 8. Ferry KAW; 9. Balbi HON; 10. Laninowich KTM; 1. Wey
KTM; 12. Collier KAW; 13. Hamblin YAM; 1. Blose C. HON: 15.
Summaey YAM; 16. Sipes |, SUZ; 17, Carpentar P, HON; 18
Bonds KAW; 19, Clark HON; 20, Rookstoal HOK; 21, Siebler
HON; 22. Bright HON; 23. Partridge HON; 24, Summers KTM;
25. Fitch HON; 26. Carpenter ). HON; 27. Metzler HON; 28. Da~-
venport KAW,
Champlonship standing 1. Stewart p. a50; 2, Ferry 305; 3,
shart 290; &, Byrne 280; 5, Alessi M, 221,
Lites 1. Dungey SUZ 201; 2, Villopoto KAW 1/2; 3, Grant HON
3/6; 6. Metcalfe KAW 5/3; 5. Sipes R. KTM 4/5; 6. Weimer
HON; 7. 122i SUZ; 8. Xiniry HON; 9. Goerke KTM; 10. (hisholm
KAW; 1, Cunningham HON; 12, Davalas KTM; 13. Moss YAM;
14, Nicolatti KAW; 15, McFarlane KAW; 16, Kahn W, YAM; 17,
Brown YAM; 18, Hahn T. KAW; 19. Hibbert YAM; 20. Tickle
YAM; 21. Borkenhagen HON.
Championship standing . Villopato p. 418; 2. Dungey
329; 3. Metcalfe 267; 4. Weimer 229; 5. 12zl an.,
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